Efficacy of NovoSeven during surgery on a haemophiliac with previous history of inhibitors.
Management of bleeding in haemophiliacs with a history of inhibitor remains problematic. With infusion of factor VIII (FVIII), development of an anamnestic response and possible appearance of high-titre inhibitor remains a valid concern. We report a case of a haemophiliac with a history of moderately high-titre FVIII inhibitor that had become undetectable. He had not received FVIII since 1997, when he became inhibitor negative. He had been managed during his bleeding episodes with prothrombin complex factor concentrates, which became less effective in controlling his bleeding. The patient had a history of recurrent, spontaneous shoulder joint dislocations with bleeding, pain and significant disability. Shoulder joint replacement surgery was suggested. Replacement therapy was discussed with the patient, who refused treatment with human FVIII because of his concern for possible anamnestic response and inhibitor rebound. Porcine FVIII was not acceptable due to his poor response when used once in the past, and his history of moderate allergic reaction. Therefore, recombinant factor VIIa (NovoSeven, Novo Nordisk, Princeton, NJ) was considered to be an acceptable option for the contemplated shoulder surgery. The patient underwent 2.5 h of surgery with NovoSeven infusion. The surgeons were impressed with the lack of bleeding in this traumatic surgery. Despite the continuously prolonged activated partial thromboplastin time and low FVIII levels, the patient maintained a remarkably dry surgical field. Effective haemostasis was achieved during and after this procedure. This case illustrates the usage of NovoSeven as an effective treatment modality in a haemophilia A patient with past history of inhibitor undergoing joint surgery.